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Schedule 
 
Wednesday, July 29 

- New staff orientation begins 

Thursday, August 6 

- All staff training begins 

Monday, August 17 

- First day of all-school remote classes 

Monday, August 24 

- First day of in-person classes 

- Noon dismissal; no lunch is provided 

CSCA will reopen with all students, five days a week, with normal schedules, in accordance with the 

school calendar: 

- 8:00 a.m. - 3:15 p.m. Mondays – Thursdays 

- 8:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Fridays 

Health and Safety 
CSCA is committed to meticulously following all health guidelines for the greatest safety of our 

students and staff. 

Full-Time Nurse and COVID-19 Health and Safety Coordinator 

CSCA has hired an experienced, full-time school nurse (previously part-time) for the 2020-2021 

school year who is also designated as the COVID-19 Health and Safety Coordinator in order to 

ensure thorough school-wide compliance with state and local health orders and adapt to any changes 

to these orders. 

The school nurse will also have a nurse assistant, which is a new position, to ensure that all health 

and safety matters (whether COVID-related or not) are thoroughly followed up with in a timely 

manner and with excellence. 

Cleaning, Disinfecting, and Sanitizing 

Additional Cleaning Staff 

CSCA has increased hours for day porters in order to ensure that there is increased and thorough 

cleaning and disinfecting school-wide, especially in high traffic areas, according to public health 

guidelines. 
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Students will use safe materials to clean their desks and will be trained on this process. 

Wellness 

Criteria for Staff and Students in the Building 

Staff and students are expected to be socially distanced in the building at all times and to the greatest 

extent possible. Hugs, handshakes, and other physical contact are not permitted. 

At-Home Staff Wellness Screenings 

All staff will be required to fill out an online self-screener, which includes a temperature check, 

before entering the school building each day. The screener also has a symptom tracker that asks 

about shortness of breath, coughing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headaches, new loss of taste or 

smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, diarrhea, nausea or vomiting. The screener data can be 

immediately accessed by the school nurse to verify that each staff member has completed the form. 

Staff members who indicate that they have certain symptoms or criteria will remotely connect with 

the school nurse to determine whether or not they will be in the school building that day. Screenings 

will be in line with state and local health guidelines. 

Onsite Student Wellness Screenings 

Students will be required to complete a student intake form before arriving at the school each day. 

Medical information will be immediately reviewed and securely stored. Students who indicate that 

they have certain symptoms or criteria will connect with the school nurse before entering to 

determine whether they will be in the school building that day or participate remotely. 

For added safety, there will also be a temperature check during the day. 

Any students with symptoms of sickness will be asked to stay at home and will be provided 

flexibility with school work. 

Students Who Become Ill At School 

Students who become ill and are screened by the school nurse will wait in a separate, supervised 

isolation room until they are able to be picked up. 

Students who become ill and are sent home will be provided flexibility with school work. 

Mental Health 

CSCA is committed to maintaining original plans to increase mental health support by 33% as we go 

into the fall, knowing that this is much-needed during this challenging time. One of two mental 

health professionals will now be available at all hours of any given school day, allowing CSCA to be 

more responsive in providing mental health services to more students during this difficult time. 

CSCA is prioritizing classroom community by doing regular check-ins with both in-person and 

remote students, creating multiple opportunities for connection and relationship building for all 

students and incorporating wellness checks. This will primarily be done in homeroom. 
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Face Masks 

Below is the mask guidance (verbatim) issued by the Colorado Department of Public Health & 

Environment. 

Students: 

 Comply with applicable state and local mask orders, in addition to below. 

 Encourage cloth face coverings over the nose and mouth for students up to age 10 years 

except during outdoor recess and exercise activities. 

 Require cloth face coverings over the nose and mouth for students ages 11 and older except 

during outdoor recess and exercise activities where appropriate distancing can be maintained, 

unless the student has a health or education reason for not wearing a mask. 

 Face covering styles with other than head-strap style attachments should be preferred for 

students under 10 to increase safety and improve ability of students to remove their own 

masks. 

 All masks should be removed during nap times and when younger children can not be 

directly observed; masks should be designed so students can remove them without 

assistance. 

Staff: 

 Comply with applicable state and local mask orders, in addition to below. 

 Require face coverings over the nose and mouth for all staff, including during in-person 

instruction unless they cannot medically tolerate a face covering. 

 If needed, face coverings may be temporarily removed or transparent alternatives may 

temporarily be substituted when learning differences interfere with instruction. 

 If necessary, the mask may be removed for instruction for the shortest duration possible. 

 Even when in a cohort, face coverings over the nose and mouth are required for all staff. 

 Adults are required to wear coverings over the nose and mouth when they are with other 

adults including in faculty lounges. 

The new State guidance does not include face shields as an alternative to face masks, but requires 

"cloth face coverings." The state does allow for "temporary utilization of transparent alternatives 

[e.g., face shields and plexiglass barriers] for specific learning needs." 

CSCA is committed to follow State guidelines (at a minimum) and will continue to explore with 

State and local health agencies, along with our community, if stricter measures need to be 

implemented. 

Face mask guidance regarding what is allowable is being finalized. 

Students are responsible for providing their own masks. 
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Disposable masks will be on hand for students who aren’t able to acquire face coverings or simply 

forget to bring them within reason. 

Hygiene 

Handwashing, Handwashing Stations, and Sanitizer Stations 

Frequent and thorough hand washing is required and is built into the new daily schedule for each 

classroom. 

A handwashing station will be added to student bathrooms, and hand sanitizing stations will be 

available throughout the school.  

Frequent Restroom Breaks 

Additional restroom breaks have been built into the schedule to allow for more handwashing and to 

significantly reduce the number of students going to use the restroom outside of scheduled 

bathroom breaks in order to prevent cohort mixing. 

Per guidance, only three students may be in a bathroom at a time. Only students within the same 

cohort would be in a bathroom at the same time. 

In the rare case that a student needs to use the restroom outside of a scheduled bathroom break, the 

student will be escorted by an educational aide or other staff member to the restroom. The staff 

member will knock to ensure that no other students are in the restroom in order to avoid cohort 

mixing and will escort the student back to class afterward. 

An additional day porter will be available to help with more frequent bathroom cleaning. 

Hygiene Training  

Students will have frequent, clear practice on hygiene best practices in the first weeks of school and 

will be reminded of expectations daily. 

Facilities 

Plexiglass will be added in appropriate areas. 

Cleaning services will be increased to ensure continuous cleaning and disinfecting throughout the 

school, especially for commonly touched surfaces. 

Homerooms 

All students will keep their materials at their desks. Coat hangers and lockers will not be used. 

Additional supplies will be purchased by CSCA and by families in the school supply list in order to 

minimize or eliminate the sharing of materials. 

Students will be trained on healthy hygiene and expectations within the classroom, and signs will be 

posted throughout the building to reinforce healthy and safe practices.  
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Spacing and Distancing 

All available space is being utilized to ensure maximum distancing within classrooms and throughout 

the school in accordance to state guidelines. 

Floor markings will be throughout the building in order to manage and ensure social distancing at all 

times. This will include floor markings in hallways to keep students socially distanced. 

Ventilation 

CSCA is in discussions with local agencies regarding approaches to significantly increase ventilation 

throughout the building compared to previous years. 

CSCA has doubled the number of screens in windows this summer (bringing it to 100%) in order to 

allow all classrooms to have all windows open at all possible times. 

Visitors & Limited Occupancy 

Visitor Policy 

To minimize contact, CSCA is not allowing visitors in the building until further notice. Rare 

exceptions for extenuating circumstances may be reviewed by an administrator.  

Online Payment System 

To minimize contact, CSCA has transitioned to an online-only payment system and will no longer 

accept cash payments. School fees, extracurricular fees, school store purchases,  

Confirmed Cases 

CSCA will follow the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment COVID-19 

Guidance on Cases and Outbreaks in Schools (July 30, 2020). This document gives guidance for 

schools in detecting, reporting, and responding to students and staff if an outbreak were to occur. 

The guidance defines confirmed and suspected outbreaks and how schools ought to respond to 

them, including criteria for closures and communication about the outbreak. The COVID-19 Health 

and Safety Coordinator (school nurse) will oversee all aspects of this guidance. 

Overview of Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment 

(CDPHE) Reopening Guidelines 
CDPHE provided reopening guidelines for schools based on the Stay at Home (all-school remote 

learning), Safer at Home (socially-distanced in-person instruction with possible hybrid alternatives), 

and Protect our Neighbors (in-person learning) phases.  

In Person Instruction 

Schedules 

Student schedules will look very similar to how they have historically looked, with additional time 

for transitions and additional restroom and handwashing breaks built in. The same number of 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j_QAPmw8Fw0llI_vILLbFrEAu__d5oS_/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j_QAPmw8Fw0llI_vILLbFrEAu__d5oS_/view
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classes will be offered each week, with the same number of specials classes each week (art, music, 

P.E., Spanish, and Library). 

Middle school students will be on a block schedule, with three academic subjects and one specials 

class per day. Middle school students will still have the same number of core subjects and specials 

classes per week. Middle school students will stay in one classroom, and teachers will rotate to 

classrooms to teach their subjects.  

Cohorts 

CSCA will be limiting interactions of students only to others in their homeroom cohort, to the 

greatest extent possible. Per state guidelines, cohorts will be no more than 25 students. With some 

students opting for online learning, cohorts are expected to be smaller than 25 students. CSCA will 

be safely distancing students within their own homerooms, with desks spaced out as much as 

possible, guided by CDPHE guidelines. 

Ability Grouping 

Reading and math ability groups will be based on ability and will be limited to the students within a 

homeroom. 

Specials 

All specials classes (art, music, Spanish, physical education, and library) will continue as normally 

scheduled. Specials teachers will teach in students’ classrooms to avoid the sharing of desks and 

materials. Students will not be singing until further notice. 

Reading Interventions 

Interventions will be able to continue with quality while limiting cohort mixing. 

Student Services 

Student services (special education, speech therapy, 504 accommodations, English Language 

Learners, Gifted and Talented) will be able to continue with quality while limiting cohort mixing. 

Lunch 

Lunch will occur in homerooms to avoid sharing common spaces and to keep cohorts of students 

from mixing. 

The school lunch program will still be available. Students who participate in the school lunch 

program will be taken by a staff member to quickly and safely get their lunch in a socially-distanced 

way that prevents cohorts from mixing. 

Microwaves will be unavailable in classrooms. 
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Recess 

We believe it is important that students continue to have the same number of recesses. Recess will 

be scheduled in different locations to keep cohorts of students from mixing, and students will rotate 

through the assigned locations. 

Playground equipment will be stored in baskets, will stay within a cohort on any given day, and will 

be disinfected at the end of every recess. 

Socially distanced students may remove their masks at recess. 

Bathroom breaks will be scheduled after recess for all students to wash their hands. 

Drop-Off 

Drop-off times will be staggered, beginning at 7:30 a.m., to minimize student cohorts from mixing 

and allow proper time to safely complete the required intake process for all students. To ensure 

proper supervision, students may not be dropped off before 7:30 a.m. 

Staff will check health forms for each student and will be stationed outside and throughout the 

building to ensure that students walk to classrooms safely. 

All students, regardless of age, must have masks on before leaving the car. 

Parents who walk their children to school from home may drop their students off in front of the 

gym, across the street from the school. This will be the only alternative to the Hug ‘n Go lane for 

entering the school. This is to ensure that students are safe and socially distanced as they enter the 

building. Parents may not park in the parking lot to walk their students up to the gym. 

Pick-Up 

CSCA is using a new software (Driveline) for student after-school pickup to minimize student 

cohorts from mixing. 

Staff will be throughout the building to ensure that students walk to their cars (or parents) safely. 

Parents who walk to school to pick up their children may wait in front of the gym, across the street 

from the school. Their Driveline number will be called, and the student will be sent to meet the 

parent. 

Alternatives to In Person Instruction 

Remote Learning During In Person Instruction 

In the spring, we believe that we provided a comprehensive, interactive online program that met the 

needs of a wide range of families, kept rigor high while allowing for flexibility, and kept students and 

teachers connected through community while ensuring security of our online program. As we go 

into the fall, we plan to use the same approach for students who participate in remote learning as an 

alternative to in-person instruction. 
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In our decision making for a quality remote instruction alternative to in-person instruction, we were 

guided by the following considerations: 

- Quality - Our approach should allow us to stick with the valuable academic and character 

curriculum that families are drawn to and that CSCA teachers and staff believe in: Core 

Knowledge, Reading Mastery, Saxon Math, Shurley Grammar, Core Virtues, EPIC, etc. 

- Equity and Consistency - Our approach should ensure that students who learn remotely 

don't miss out on CSCA's curriculum but receive and equally benefit from the same content 

that students participating in in-person instruction receive. 

- Community - Our approach should not just be a program but should allow space for 

interaction between in-person and remote learners. More than ever, interaction between 

friends and classmates is necessary in a world where isolation is a side-effect of taking safe 

measures.  

- Flexibility - Our approach should allow remote learners to almost seamlessly transition back 

to in-person instruction when the family feels ready to re-enter. This approach should also 

allow students who stay home for a few days or a few weeks due to a fever, runny nose, 

cough, or to self-quarantine, to access the program remotely. This is possible when the same 

instruction is delivered both to in-person learners and remote learners. Finally, this system 

should be similar to the all-school remote learning program, if local schools transition once 

again to online-only instruction for a period of time. 

- Familiarity - Our approach should utilize a system that our families and staff members 

already grew accustomed to in the spring (primarily Zoom and Google Classroom). We 

intentionally chose the programs we used in the spring, knowing that it might need to be a 

longer-term solution. 

- Community Input - Our approach should seriously take feedback and preferences of all 

CSCA stakeholders, specifically family and staff feedback from the spring and throughout 

the multiple surveys sent over the summer. Many of the details and changes we're making 

for this fall include much of the feedback you all have given. 

- Teacher Access - Our approach should provide students learning remotely with access to 

their homeroom teacher for questions and support. 

- Security - Our approach should be on a secure platform. Zoom meets the security standards 

of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and has encryption, controlled 

and transparent data routing, safeguards and controls to prohibit unauthorized participants, 

and meeting host, administrator, and security controls. For more information on Zoom's 

security, please click here. 

Given all of those considerations: 

- CSCA’s remote learning alternative to in-person instruction will be a modified synchronous 

model in which students will be able to log on and participate in their classes 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__cscharter.us9.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D43afdb3496651fa33a3bf01d9-26id-3Dd532a5bf83-26e-3D35f11bffe0&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=7eCI4sCCBC4hkOEXn8FDK-Fjx1MwDmKR73kEBS6pEF4&m=2zKaszBGhyxEdKUc7lbyNVD8loWAbYyuCdA9hFg34Eg&s=2fiQ4gJx1xZrvqqFeSsqE2pTCClKyeROmrl5IYjYVpM&e=
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(reading/literature, math, writing, grammar, social studies, and specials) in real-time, five 

days a week, streaming content from home. 

- Students who for various reasons will be unable to log on during the time of the live class 

will be able to access it in the recording to view and participate in at a later time that works 

better for the family's schedule, just like our approach this spring. 

Technology Upgrades 

CSCA is upgrading its wireless network and bandwidth, purchasing new Chromebooks, and 

purchasing cameras in order to provide excellent audio and video quality to all lessons. 

Options for Turning In Work 

CSCA will provide remote learners with textbooks and workbooks to use as they participate in 

classes from home. Elementary students will be able to turn in work completed by hand as an 

alternative to doing homework in Google Classroom. Middle school students will continue to 

complete work in Google Classroom. 

Home Based Options During In Person Instruction 

Families who prefer a parent-led education experience at home (as opposed to a teacher-led one 

with live-streamed Zoom classes) will be provided with student materials and will have access to 

recorded classes. 

Switching Between In-Person and Remote Learning 

In-person learners can transition to remote learning, with a turnaround of only a few days. 

Remote learners may switch back to in-person learning; this switch may take up to several weeks to 

take effect. 

Supplies and Fees for Online Students 

Students who learn remotely do not need to bring school supplies until they return to in-person 

instruction, whenever that may be. 

This year, the student fee goes toward both the purchasing of in-person materials and technology 

for online learners, so the $25 fee applies to all students enrolling at CSCA this year. 

Hybrid Instruction 
Depending on the health situation, CSCA may at any point transition to a hybrid instruction model, 

which would  

A hybrid alternative for middle school students is a possibility and is under review. 

All-School Remote Instruction 
CSCA's fully remote program (in case schools are asked to shut down again) will look similar to 

what it did in the spring, continuing with daily, live, interactive reading Zoom classes and weekly 

whole-class check-ins. In addition to that structure from the spring, we will be adding daily, live, 
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interactive math classes and a third, daily, live, interactive class. We're increasing the number of daily 

live classes in order to maximize student engagement, as both parents and staff observed that the 

greatest student engagement in the spring happened in the context of live classes. All live classes will 

be recorded for later access. The remaining subjects will continue to be pre-recorded by teachers and 

posted in Google Classroom. Middle School will have live classes for all subjects, with pre-recorded 

specials classes. 

Online Security Expectations 

Parent/Student online security agreements and staff online security agreements have been developed 

to ensure maximum safety for the online program. 

Attendance and Engagement 
Attendance will be taken daily for in-person and remote learners. Remote learners are expected to 

participate in all live classes every day. Remote learners who are unable to participate in live classes 

(e.g., parent’s work schedule doesn’t allow it) will be counted present if they watch all the recorded 

lessons and complete class work. CSCA will reach out to families of students with inconsistent 

attendance and check in to see if the school can provide support. 

Homework 
Homework for in-person and remote classes will remain the same: 10 minutes per grade level per 

night (e.g., 3rd graders should expect 30 minutes of homework per night). Students participating in 

remote learning will have additional flexibility for turning in work, including an option to complete 

work on paper as an alternative to electronic homework submission. 

Events 

Extracurricular Activities 

Extracurricular activities are on hold until the public health situation improves. CHSAA has moved 

athletics to the spring semester. 

Assemblies 

School assemblies (EPIC Assemblies, Awards Assemblies) will continue as normally scheduled and 

will be remotely streamed into classrooms until the public health situation improves and guidance 

allows in-person assemblies. This includes Geography Bee, Spelling Bee, etc. 


